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Art of the Gesù:
Bernini and his Age
Situated in the heart of Rome in the shadow of
the ancient Forum, the Gesù, mother church
of the Society of Jesus, is one of the most
glorious architectural monuments of the Italian
Renaissance. Its resplendent interior houses the
celebrated grand illusionistic fresco representing
the triumph of the Holy Name of Jesus (IHS) by
Giovanni Battista Gaulli in the vault and many
other iconic works of art from the Baroque
period. This major international loan exhibition,
organized to commemorate Fairfield University’s
75th anniversary, features masterpieces from
the Gesù itself never before seen in America—
including Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s marble bust
of Cardinal Roberto Bellarmino—and a rich
array of paintings, sculptures, objects, drawings,
prints and illustrated books borrowed from
museums and private collections around the
country. Together these tell the fascinating
story of the long and challenging campaign to
build the church—a signal monument of the
Counter-Reformation in Rome—and embellish
its austere and barren interior, and the imperative
to formulate a new imagery exalting the order’s
founders, Ignatius of Loyola and Francis Xavier,
following their canonization in 1622.
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